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Assembly District 1 – Brian Dahle (R)
Registration: 29% D, 43% R, NPP 21% Election: Dahle (R) 65.5%, Bosetti (R) 34.5%
This district encompasses the Northeastern corner of the State from Lake Tahoe up to the Oregon border
and East to the Nevada border. Voters in the district tend to be conservative but also very independent.
The largest counties in the district are Shasta and Nevada and the largest city is Redding.
Dahle, a third generation farmer, was elected to the Lassen BOS in 1996. He owns two businesses – Big
Valley Seed Company and Big Valley Nursery. He and his wife, Megan, have three children. She serves on
the Big Valley Joint Unified School Board. He was endorsed by Dan Logue, the CA Republican Assembly,
and the CA Farm Bureau Federation among others.
Dahle will term out of the Assembly in 2024.

Assembly District 2 – Wes Chesbro (D)
Registration: 46% D, 25% R, NPP22% Election: Chesbro (D) 63.5%, Lynch (D) 36.5%
Chesbro has served in the Legislature since 1998 when he was elected to the State Senate. He termed out
of the Senate in 2006 and was first elected to the Assembly in 2008. The North Coast District includes all or
portions of Del Norte, Humboldt, Mendocino, Sonoma, and Trinity Counties. While the area is very liberal,
it is arguably the most “conservative” of the north coast liberals.
Chesbro was a founding member of the Integrated Waste Management Board upon its creation in 1990
and served a second stint after terming out of the Senate while he awaited a return to Sacramento as an
Assemblyman. During the 2011-12 Session, he served as Chairman of the Assembly Natural Resources
Committee. Chesbro and his wife Cindy have two adult sons.
Chesbro will term out of the Assembly in 2014.

Assembly District 3 – Dan Logue (R)
Registration: 33% D, 40% R, NPP 20% Election: Logue (R) 55.4%, Rouse (D) 44.6%
Logue has served in the Assembly since 2008. There was a bit of a shuffle in this area as both Logue
and Jim Nielsen were drawn into the same district. In the end, a series of events saw Logue move to
run in the AD3. The District includes all or portions of Butte, Colusa, Glenn, Sutter, Tehema, and
Yuba Counties.
This is a largely agricultural region and politically conservative with the exception of the City of
Chico, home to a State University. Logue is seen as a hard conservative and had to battle it out with
a fellow conservative. Independent Expenditures came in big to help Logue through to the general
election. During the 2011-12 Session, he served as Chief Whip for the Republican caucus. Logue and
his wife, Peggy, have one daughter.
Logue will term out of the Assembly in 2014.

Assembly District 4 – Mariko Yamada (D)
Registration: 46% D, 26% R, NPP 23% Election: Yamada (D) 62.4%, Munn (R) 37.6%
Yamada has served in the Legislature since 2008. This safe Democrat district includes all or portions of
Colusa, Lake, Napa, Solano, Sonoma, and Yolo Counties. The district encompasses a mix of urban and rural
areas and incorporates both UC Davis and the wine growing region of Napa.
Yamada is a social worker by training and has previously worked in Washington DC with the Deparment of
Commerce’s Office of Civil Rights and the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission. Her family was
interred during World War II. She and her husband, Janlee Wong, also a social worker, have two adult
daughters. Yamada has been very active in the social services policy arena and each year participates in
the “Food Stamps Challenge” for a week, blogging about her experience.
Yamada will term out of the Assembly in 2014.

Assembly District 5 – Frank Bigelow (R)
Registration: 32% D, 43% R, NPP 19% Election: Bigelow (R) 52.5%, Oller (R) 47.5%
This safe Republican district includes all or portions of Alpine, Amador, Calaveras, El Dorado, Madera,
Mariposa, Mono, Placer, and Tuolumne Counties. Oller had hoped to return to the Assembly for a few
short years until a run for Congress in 2014. Bigelow came in second in the primary, earning a spot on the
November ballot where he managed to overtake Oller by a wide margin. Bigelow has served on the
Madera County Board of Supervisors since 1999.
Bigelow received endorsements from Tom Berryhill, Anthony Cannella, Jeff Denham, and Devin Nunes.
Bigelow ran on a platform of capping State spending, pension reform, and regulatory reform. Bigelow and
his wife Barbara have two children and two grandchildren.
Bigelow will term out of the Assembly in 2024.

Assembly District 6 – Beth Gaines (R)
Registration: 28% D, 48% R, NPP 20% Election: Gaines (R) 69.4%, Pugno (R) 30.6%
This district produced some unexpected fireworks when Andy Pugno jumped into the primary in an
apparent attempt to settle a score from a May 2011 special election. Pugno ran previously in a
neighboring district but found himself with an opportunity to challenge Gaines when new district lines
came out. This suburban, safe Republican district includes all or portions of El Dorado, Placer, and
Sacramento Counties.
Gaines was elected to the Assembly in a 2011 special to fill a vacancy created when her husband was
elected to the Senate. She defeated a Pugno ally in that race after jumping in extremely late. Pugno
initially promised he would be back whichever Republican ended up on top of a split primary but when
Gaines ended up there with Pugno in second place, he went back on his word. In the end, Gaines was able
to hold off the attack. Prior to her election, Gaines worked at home and at the family insurance agency.
She is married to State Senator Ted Gains and they have five children.
Gaines will term out of the Assembly in 2018.

Assembly District 7 – Roger Dickinson (D)
Registration: 48% D, 25% R, NPP 22% Election: Dickinson (D) 69.6%, Zachariou (R) 30.4%
This urban, safe Democrat district includes all or portions of Sacramento and Yolo Counties. It has a high
concentration of government workers and is one of the most diverse communities in the country
according to some reports. Dickinson was elected to the Assembly in 2010.
Prior to 2010, Dickinson served on the Sacramento City Council after spending his career as an attorney
first for the California Department of Consumer Affairs and then in private practice. His firm specialized in
auto warranty and sales misrepresentation litigation. He received significant labor support and in many
ways is a quintessential Labor Democrat. His wife, Marj, works at UC Davis in government and community
relations.
Dickinson will term out of the Assembly in 2016. He is expected, however, to run against colleague Richard
Pan for a Senate seat in 2014.

Assembly District 8 – Ken Cooley (D)
Registration: 41% D, 37% R, NPP17% Election: Cooley (D) 53.8%, Tateishi (R) 46.2%
The race in this suburban district was one of just six truly competitive Assembly contests in the State.
The district, which is entirely within Sacramento County, had largely been represented by true
Moderate Democrat Alyson Huber – who declined to run for re-election based on personal issues. The
Republicans saw this district as perhaps their best opportunity to “pick up” a seat from the Democrats.
That was not to be, however, based in part on a very strong effort to register new Democrat voters. The
party gained two percentage points between the primary and general elections while Republicans saw
registration decline by one point.
Prior to November, Cooley was no stranger to the Capitol. He served as Principle Consultant to the Senate
Banking, Finance and Insurance Committee. He is no stranger to elected office either having served on the
Rancho Cordova City Council since 2002. Cooley is considered a solid Moderate. He has been married to
wife Sydney for 37 years and they have adult sons.
Cooley will term out of the Assembly in 2024.

Assembly District 9 – Richard Pan (D)
Registration: 46% D, 32% R, NPP 19% Election: Pan (D) 58.3%, Amador (R) 41.7%
Pan has served in the Assembly since 2010. This safe Democrat district is made up of urban and suburban
portions of Sacramento and San Joaquin Counties. Pan’s home, and much of his current constituency,
were drawn into Assembly District 7 forcing his family to move so he could run in this newly drawn district
and avoid a clash with Dickinson. Doing so allowed Pan to cruise easily to victory.
A pediatrician, Pan is generally a reliable Democrat vote on most issues but has bucked his party when he
sees no scientific basis for regulation. For instance, he opposed legislative attempts to ban use of the
chemical BPA and also was a vocal opponent of Proposition 37. He has a keen interest in public health
issues, particularly obesity. Pan’s wife, Dr. Wang, is a dentist and they have one son.
Pan will term out of the Assembly in 2016 though he is expected to run against colleague Roger Dickinson
for an open State Senate seat in 2014.

Assembly District 10 – Marc Levine (D)
Registration: 54% D, 19% R, NPP 22% Election: Levine (D) 51%, Allen (D) 49% (11/13)
Michael Allen served in the Assembly since 2010 and was not due to term out until 2016. However, the
new top-two primary system brought an unexpectedly strong challenger in Marc Levine, who will have the
distinction of being one of only two or three candidates to beat a sitting incumbent in the 2012 General.
The district encompasses all or portions of Marin and Sonoma Counties. While Allen emerged from the
Primary as the top vote-getter, he had secured just 31% of the vote with the other Democrats amassing
43% of the vote. He was not able to make up enough ground and Levine appears to have squeaked by.
Levine has a political science and military background and was active in party politics serving locally and as
chair of the State party’s Business and Professions Committee. He and his wife, Wendy, have two children.
Levine will term out of the Assembly in 2024.

Assembly District 11 – Jim Frazier (D)
Registration: 48% D, 27% R, NPP 21% Election: Frazier (D) 61.5%, Hudson (R) 38.5%
This open seat encompasses all or portions of Contra Costa, Sacramento, and Solano Counties. It skirts San
Francisco and the Central Valley with the solidly Democratic area home to a diverse, middle class
population. Many residents work in the Bay Area but have migrated inland to find affordable housing.
Frazier currently serves on the Oakley City Council and is a contractor by trade. He has a union carpenter
apprenticeship and received strong Labor backing in his race. He ran on a platform of job creation,
repairing roads and highways, maintaining funding for public safety and education, and water issues. He
and his wife of more than 30 years, Janet, had two daughters the oldest of whom was killed in an auto
accident on Highway 50. That loss prompted the couple to advocate successfully for highway dividers and
to found a charity that delivers care packages to hospitalized children.
Frazier will term out of the Assembly in in 2024.

Assembly District 12 – Kristin Olsen (R)
Registration: 36% D, 41% R, NPP 17% Election: Olsen (R) 60.7%, Mateo (D) 39.3%
Olsen was elected to the State Assembly in 2010. This traditionally agricultural region has recently begun
attracting Bay Area workers looking for affordable housing. The district includes all or a portion of San
Joaquin and Stanislaus Counties and is considered a stretch for Democrats despite the relatively close
registration margin. “Valley Democrats” tend to vote more conservatively than their counterparts
elsewhere in the State as demonstrated by vote totals here.
In addition to having experience in local government, Olsen served as an aide to former State Senator Tim
Leslie so she knew the ropes in Sacramento when she arrived.
Olsen will term out of the Assembly in 2016.

Assembly District 13 – Susan Talamantes Eggman (D)
Registration: 49% D, 32% R, NPP 15% Election: Eggman (D) 63.3%, Jafri (R) 34.7%
This open seat is entirely within San Joaquin County including the population centers of Stockton and
Tracy, which form the core of this district. Eggman faced what should have been a strong, union-backed
opponent but she effectively halted the campaign before the primary election when she became the
target of negative ads. Eggman then was able to face a Republican in this conservative Democrat district.
She is expected to be a solid moderate in Sacramento.
Trial by fire would be one description of Eggman’s years on the Stockton City Council having weathered
labor strife, the housing crash, and even municipal bankruptcy. Those difficult decisions and challenging
years on the Council provided Eggman with the political toughness necessary to stick to her guns and
make tough votes in the face of opposition. She is a US Army veteran and works as a social work professor
at Sacramento State University.
Eggman will term out of the Assembly in 2024.

Assembly District 14 – Susan Bonilla (D)
Registration: 51% D, 22% R, NPP 22% Election: Bonilla (D) 100%
Bonilla was first elected to the Assembly in 2010. She was the lone candidate in this safe Democratic seat.
The district encompasses all or a portion of Contra Costa and Solano Counties. The District is solidly
middle class and largely blue collar. One of the population centers, the City of Vallejo, is the largest in
California to have ever filed bankruptcy.
Prior to joining the Legislature, Bonilla served on the Contra Costa Board of Supervisors and prior to that
had served on the Concord City Council. She is a high school English teacher by trade. During the 2011-12
Session she was Chair of the Assembly Budget Subcommittee 2 on Education Finance. She and her
husband, John, have four daughters and two grandkids.
Bonilla will term out of the Assembly in 2016.

Assembly District 15 – Nancy Skinner (D)
Registration: 64% D, 8% R, NPP 19% Election: Skinner (D) 86.7%, Ruyle (P&F) 13.3%
Skinner was first elected to the Assembly in 2008. This Bay Area district boasts one of the most sizeable
Democrat registration advantages in the State. The nature of this region is well exemplified in the fact that
Skinner’s opponent was a Peace & Freedom Party member. The district includes portions of Alameda and
Contra Costa Counties including the Cities of Berkeley and Richmond.
Prior to her Legislative career, Skinner served on the Berkeley City Council for nearly a decade as well as
the East Bay Regional Park District. She was also US Director of The Climate Group and had political
experience coordinating now-Senator Loni Hancock’s first successful bid for the State Assembly. Skinner
and her husband, Lance, have one adult daughter.
Skinner will term out of the Assembly in 2014.

Assembly District 16 – Joan Buchanan (D)
Registration: 40% D, 33% R, NPP 22% Election: Buchanan (D) 59.1%, Philips (R) 40.9%
Buchanan was first elected to the Assembly in 2008. She faced significant challenges in her first two
elections, squeaking out a victory in 2008 to steal this seat from the Republican column. Redistricting
changed the shape of this suburban district enough to allow her a relatively easy ride to her third and final
term. The district includes all or portions of Alameda and Contra Costa counties and encompasses what is
known as the Tri Valley Region.
Prior to joining the Assembly, Buchanan’s only elected experience was as a member of the San Ramon
Valley School Board, a post she held for over a decade. She is an economist by training and worked for
Delta Dental Plan for several years, rising quickly through the ranks. She left the workforce to raise her
three children and became a community activist. In the 2011-12 Session she served as Chair of the
Education Committee.
Buchanan will term out of the Assembly in 2014.

Assembly District 17 – Tom Ammiano (D)
Registration: 59% D, 7% R, NPP 30% Election: Ammiano (D) 86.2%, Clark (R) 13.8%
Ammiano was first elected to the Assembly in 2008. This is another districts with one of the highest
Democrat registration advantage in California and lies entirely within the City and County of San Francisco.
It encompasses the best known tourist attractions of North Beach, Union Square, Haight-Ashbury,
Chinatown, and the Castro along with Fishermen’s Wharf and Lombard Street.
Prior to his election to the Assembly, Ammiano served on the San Francisco Board of Supervisors and prior
to that the San Francisco School Board. He is a teacher by trade and spent time teaching children in South
Vietnam through a program run by the Quakers. He is a comedian – in more ways than one – and was in a
domestic partnership for 16 years before he lost his partner to AIDS. Ammiano has one grown daughter
and one grandchild.
Ammiano will term out of the Assembly in 2014.

Assembly District 18 – Rob Bonta (D)
Registration: 63% D, 9% R, NPP 19% Election: Bonta (D) 50.5%, Guillen (D) 49.5%
This was one of the closest elections of 2012, with winner Bonta beating out his opponent by a scant
2,333 Votes (as of 11/14). The safe Democrat district lies entirely within Alameda County and boasts
another of the most lopsided Democrat majorities in the state - which is no surprise given Alameda
County is the most Democratic in California in terms of registration statistics.
Bonta currently serves as Vice Mayor of the Alameda City Council and works as a City Attorney for the City
of San Francisco. In that capacity, he spends his time pursuing large corporations for alleged anticonsumer practices and fraud. He has quite an impressive educational background, having studied at both
Yale and Oxford. He and his wife, Mialisa, have three children.
Bonta will term out of the Assembly in 2024.

Assembly District 19 – Phil Ting (D)
Registration: 52% D, 12% R, NPP 32% Election: Ting (D) 58.4%, Breyer (D) 41.6%
This race, in a heavily Democrat district encompassing portions of San Francisco and San Mateo Counties,
saw Michael Breyer spend more than $500,000 of his personal wealth in an unsuccessful effort to defeat
Phil Ting. Residents here generally live in the more suburban neighborhoods of San Francisco and the
surrounding area, not in the City core. While many voters consider themselves to be either more fiscally or
more socially conservative than their fellow San Francisco area residents, they are still Bay
Democrats and support Republicans at a very low rate.
Ting currently serves as the San Francisco Assessor-Recorder and previously ran for Mayor. He has worked
for the Asian Law Caucus, which focuses on civil rights issues in the Asian-Pacific Islander community. Ting
and his wife, Susan, have two daughters.
Ting will term out of the Assembly in 2024.

Assembly District 20 – Bill Quirk (D)
Registration: 54% D, 16% R, NPP 21% Election: Quirk (D) 50.3%, Ong (D) 49.7%
This District is solidly Democrat and is entirely contained within Alameda County. It runs between
Oakland and San Jose and many of its communities are diverse while solidly middle class. Population
centers include Hayward and Fremont. The 880 corridor is much more ethnically diverse than it was
decades ago, but economically the region is fairly homogenous.
If current trends hold, Quirk will beat Ong for a second time having outpaced her in the primary as well.
Quirk is a rocket scientist – literally – with a background in nuclear weaponry. He currently serves on the
Hayward City Council and works at Livermore Laboratory. Many see Quirk as a pragmatic, more moderate
Democrat than the average in California and certainly than his opponent.
Quirk will term out in 2024.

Assembly District 21 – Adam Gray (D)
Registration: 44% D, 34% R, NPP 16% Election: Gray (D) 58%, Mobley (R) 42%
This District is solidly Democrat, but given it incorporates portions of Merced and Stanislaus Counties, it
tends to be much more conservative than other Democrat regions. The main economic drivers in the
region include agriculture (dairy, cattle, poultry, almonds, tomatoes) and the newest UC campus located in
Merced. The district did become somewhat more competitive this cycle when portions of Stockton were
removed and the conservative nature of politics in the region may always keep it on the “short list” of
competitive seats at the beginning of each election cycle.
While never having been elected to office himself, Gray is certainly no stranger to politics. He is a former
District aide to retiring Congressman Dennis Cardoza and is married to the daughter of former
Congressman Condit. Gray received significant support from the business community in both his primary
and general elections. His candidacy represented an opportunity to elect a truly moderate Democrat to
the Assembly.
Gray will term out of the Assembly in 2024.

Assembly District 22 – Kevin Mullin (D)
Registration: 51% D, 20% R, NPP 25% Election: Mullin (D) 71.4%, Gilham (R) 28.6%
This district is contained entirely within San Mateo County and enjoys a strong Democrat registration
advantage. The district lies along the peninsula between San Francisco and San Jose. The district is home
to one of the nation’s wealthiest communities, Hillsborough, along with the sometimes gritty
neighborhoods surrounding San Francisco International Airport. The heart of the district is the City of San
Mateo itself.
Mullin comes to the Assembly from the South San Francisco City Council and is the son of former
Assemblyman Gene Mullin. In addition to seeing Sacramento through his father’s service, Mullin
experienced some of it first hand as District Director to current Congresswoman Jackie Speier when she
served in the State Senate. Mullin has an educational background in public policy having attended the
Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University. Mullin has a consulting business and ran as a
“pragmatic problem solver.”
Mullin will term out in 2024.

Assembly District 23 – Jim Patterson (R)
Registration: 34% D, 44% R, NPP 16% Election: Patterson (R) 54.2%, Whalen (R) 45.8%
Despite a contested Republican primary and a “mere” 10% registration edge in this district, which
includes portions of Fresno and Tulare Counties, two Republicans emerged from the primary to square off
in November. Assemblywoman Linda Halderman currently represents the area and though she was
eligible to run for an additional term she opted out, leaving the safe seat open. The main population
center of the district is Fresno, which is split between this and another district by mandate of the Voting
Rights Act.
Patterson has appeared on the ballot in this area before, twice challenging US Congressman Devin Nunes
and losing to now-Congressman Jeff Denham in 2010. Patterson previously served as Mayor of Fresno, a
post he held from 1993 – 2001 and currently is President and CEO of a consulting firm. He and his wife,
Sharon, have two grown children and are grandparents to two as well.
Patterson will term out in 2024.

Assembly District 24 – Richard Gordon (D)
Registration: 48% D, 21% R, NPP 28 % Election Gordon (D) 70.4%, Yang (R) 29.6%
With such a significant registration advantage, this seat is definitely a safe seat for Democrats. The district
includes portions of San Mateo and Santa Clara Counties. It is home to half of the Silicon Valley and to
Stanford University and is one of California’s “high wealth” regions. This is a fairly liberal Bay Area district
that ironically is the home to former Republican hopefuls Meg Whitman and Carly Fiorina.
Gordon was first elected to the Assembly in 2010. He has a local government background, having served
on the San Mateo County Board of Supervisors for nearly a decade. He holds a master’s degree in Divinity
and served for a time as a minister in the United Methodist Church. His “second career” was in the
nonprofit community, eventually founding a program for at-risk youth. Openly gay, Gordon married to his
partner of 24-years, Dr. Dennis McShane.
Gordon will term out of the Assembly in 2016.

Assembly District 25 – Bob Wieckowski (D)
Registration: 46% D, 19% R, NPP 30% Election: Wieckowski (D) 70.5%, Diamond (R) 29.5%
This district contains portions of Alameda and Santa Clara Counties and is home to some of the largest
Asian communities in California including Chinese, Filipinos, and Vietnamese. Population centers include
part of Fremont, Milpitas, Santa Clara, and Norwalk. While the region has traditionally elected white
representatives, some speculate that this newly drawn configuration makes it more likely that soon voters
will send another Asian-American to Sacramento to represent them.
Wieckowski was first elected to the Assembly in 2010 having served on the Fremont City Council for
several years. A Democrat opponent on the primary ballot spent nearly $40,000 trying to make this a
Dem-v-Dem general but was narrowly edged out by Republican Diamond. As a result, Wieckowski’s reelection was all but assured. A lawyer by training, he spent his career specializing in bankruptcy
reorganizations primarily along with misdemeanor criminal issues. During the 2011-12 Session, he served
as Chairman of the Assembly Judiciary Committee and worked with CGA on an issue relating to fuel pumps
operated by grocery companies.
Wieckowski will term out in 2016.

Assembly District 26 – Connie Conway (R)
Registration: 33% D, 44% R, NPP 18% Election: Conway (R) 67.6%, Sosa (D) 32.4%
This safe Republican district is contained within the Counties of Inyo, Kern and Tulare and covers a large
geographic area. It is a very agricultural region and very reliably Republican. The district is home to both
Mt. Whitney (the highest point in the contiguous United States) and to Death Valley (which is itself home
to Badwater, the lowest point in the Americas).
Conway was first elected to the Assembly in 2008 and has served as the Assembly Republican Leader since
2010. Prior to joining the Legislature, she served on the Tulare County Board of Supervisors and chaired
the CA Partnership for the San Joaquin Valley at the invitation of then-Governor Schwarzenegger. Her
career before politics included work at a company specializing in workers compensation disability
management. Conway has two adult children.
Conway will term out of the Assembly in 2014.

Assembly District 27 – Nora Campos (D)
Registration: 49% D, 17% R, NPP 29% Election: Campos (D) 77.1%, Lasson (R) 22.9%
This district lies entirely within Santa Clara County and is the only San Francisco Bay Area district that gives
Latinos significant influence and that despite registration statistics. Latinos make up 46% of the population
in the area, but only 28% of registered voters while Asians comprise just 33% of the population but 27% of
registered voters. The Latino community lobbied the Citizens Redistricting Commission hard to keep this
seat a Latino influence district.
Campos was first elected to the Assembly in 2010 after serving on the San Jose City Council. She worked
prior to her own election as chief of staff to a Councilmember and comes from a long line of activists with
her family having marched alongside Cesar Chavez. Her husband, Niel Struthers, is head of the local
Building Trades Council and they have one small child.
Campos will term out of the Assembly in 2016.

Assembly District 28 – Paul Fong (D)
Registration: 43% D, 25% R, NPP 28% Election: Fong (D) 61.9%, Walsh (NPP) 38.1%
This district also lies entirely within Santa Clara County and is home to West San Jose, Cupertino, Los
Gatos, and Saratoga among other communities. It was significantly redrawn in the last round of
redistricting based largely on the slow rate of population growth in the Bay Area. Historically, the
Republican Party held legislative seats in this area but that has not been the case since 2000. This has been
a reliably Democrat district for at least the past decade and looks to be for the decade to come.
Fong was first elected to the Assembly in 2008 and has not faced a tough re-election challenge since. He is
an educator by background, having also served as a US Marine Reservist. He founded one of the most
influential political organizations in the area, the Silicon Valley Asian Pacific American Democratic Club and
was something of a King maker in the region. He is an immigrant from Macao, moving here with his
parents at the age of three, and one of the few businesspeople in the Democratic Caucus. He and his wife,
Grace, own a local flower shop and have three adult children.
Fong will term out of the Assembly in 2014.

Assembly District 29 – Mark Stone (D)
Registration: 49% D, 22% R, NPP 23% Election: Stone (D) 67.6%, Walsh (R) 32.4%
This largely suburban, coastal region district contains portions of Monterey, Santa Clara, and Santa Cruz
Counties. Environmental issues are key in this district, which is home to the Monterey Bay and its famous
Aquarium. It also is home to Santa Cruz which boasts a University of California campus and a famous
boardwalk.
Stone heads to Sacramento having served on the Santa Cruz County Board of Supervisors and the
California Coastal Commission. He had significant support from Big Labor in his election. His campaign
priorities included championing environmental issues and he highlighted his work locally on a bag ban. He
is an avid open water swimmer and he and his wife, Kathy, have two children.
Stone will term out of the Assembly in 2024.

Assembly District 30 – Luis Alejo (D)
Registration: 53% D, 24% R, NPP 20% Election: Alejo (D) 64.5%, Bernosky (R) 35.5%
This relatively suburban district contains portions of Monterey, San Benito, and Santa Clara Counties.
It is heavily agricultural in areas and generally elects a Latino representative. The last time a
Republican represented this area was between 1994 and 2000 with Pete Frusetta. Voters in San
Benito County, home to population center Salinas, have supported the same candidate as California
overall in every Presidential election back to 1952.
Alejo was first elected to the Assembly in 2010 and has served on the Watsonville City Council. He is an
attorney by training, and worked as a public defender in Monterey County Superior Court. He cruised to
an easy re-election with the backing of labor.
Alejo terms out in 2016.

Assembly District 31 – Henry Perea (D)
Registration: 49% D, 30% R, NPP 17% Election: Perea (D) 62.8%, Bennett (R) 37.2%
This district remained much the same from its prior form through the 2010 redistricting process. It was
designed as a Latino influence district and takes in a large swath of Fresno County. The main economy of
the area is farming with Fresno County being the top agricultural county in the entire United States.
Republicans did not field a candidate in the June primary, but Bennett qualified for the ballot by gathering
just 299 signatures. As one of only two on the primary ballot he of course advanced to the general.
Perea was first elected to the Assembly in 2010 but was no stranger to politics. His father, Henry R. Perea,
served on the Fresno City Council and is currently a member of the Fresno Board of Supervisors. Perea
himself began his career working in Washington, DC, for Congressman Cal Dooley and eventually relocated
to run Dooley’s District office. His educational background lends to politics having received an
undergraduate degree in political science and attending Harvard’s John F. Kennedy School of Public Policy.
Perea and his wife, Yahaira Garcia-Perea, have one young daughter.
Perea will term out of the Assembly in 2016.

Assembly District 32 – Rudy Salas (D)
Registration: 50% D, 30% R, NPP 16% Election: Salas (D) 52.8%, Rios (R) 47.2%
This central valley district was one of just six truly competitive races in the Assembly this year. This district
encompasses portions of Kern and Kings Counties and leans much more conservative than traditionally
democratic. It is another California agricultural gem but also hosts the state’s largest Naval Air Station and
three State prisons to diversify the economy a bit. The region has sent both Democrats and Republicans to
Sacramento over the past decade and this battle turned into one of the closest of the 2012 contests.
Eking out a victory was Democrat Salas, who overtook his opponent by just 2,503 votes out of almost
68,000 cast. It was a full week after the election before the race was “called” and Salas declared the
winner. Like many of his new colleagues, Salas comes to Sacramento with local government experience
having served on the Bakersfield City Council as the body’s first Latino. He previously worked at the White
House in DC for former Vice president Al Gore and is an alum of the Capitol’s Fellowship program. Salas
also was District Director for former State Senator Dean Florez.
Salas will term out of the Assembly in 2024.

Assembly District 33 – Tim Donnelly (R)
Registration: 33% D, 40% R, NPP 20% Election: Donnelly (R) 59.7%, Coffey (D) 40.3%
This safe Republican district lies entirely within San Bernardino County, which is the largest county by
geographic area in the contiguous United States. The population in the district is dispersed into widely
spaced, thinly populated areas. The district includes much of the Mojave Desert, Big Bear, and Lake
Arrowhead which makes tourism important in the region. The area historically has a fierce independent
streak and many of its residents prefer to be left alone by Government.
Assemblyman Tim Donnelly was first elected to the Assembly in 2010 and quickly developed a reputation
as a “Tea Party” Republican. Donnelly and his wife, Rowena, have five sons and one grandson.
Donnelly will term out of the Assembly in 2016.

Assembly District 34 – Shannon Grove (R)
Registration: 28% D, 48% R, NPP 19% Election: Grove (R) 69.5%, Goodman (D) 30.5%
This safe Republican district is contained entirely in Kern County and is one of the State’s most politically
conservative. In addition to being another agricultural center of the State, Kern County produces nearly
10% of overall US oil production.
Like her neighboring Assemblyman in San Bernardino County, Grove was elected to the Assembly in 2010
and quickly developed a reputation for being a “Tea Party” Republican. The temporary employment
services company she founded with her sister has grown to be one of the largest employers in the County.
Grove is an Army veteran, having served three years. She and her husband, Rick, have five grown children.
Grove will term out of the Assembly in 2016.

Assembly District 35 – Katcho Achadjian (R)
Registration: 34% D, 40% R, NPP 20% Election: Achadjian (R) 61.6%, Manata (D) 38.4%
This safe Republican district incorporates portions of San Luis Obispo and Santa Barbara Counties and is
fairly moderate in its political leanings. The region is solidly middle class and fairly rural. It is home to Cal
Poly San Luis Obispo. Tourism and agriculture are important to the economy of the region. Population
centers of the district include San Luis Obispo, Santa Maria, Atascadero, Morro Bay, Los Osos, Lompoc,
and Arroyo Grande.
Achadjian was first elected to the Assembly in 2010 and immigrated to the United States from Lebanon
more than 40 years ago. He owns three convenience stores, including the one where he worked to put
himself through college. Prior to coming to Sacramento, Achadjian served on the San Luis Obispo County
Board of Supervisors and was a Schwarzenegger appointee to the California Coastal Commission. He and
his wife, Araxie, have two grown children.
Achadjian will term out of the Assembly in 2016.

Assembly District 36 – Steve Fox (D)
Registration: 37% D, 38% R, NPP 16% Election: Smith (R) 49.9%, Fox (D) 50.1%
A final vote update provided by Los Angeles County on December 2 gave Democrat Steve Fox a slight lead
over Republican Ron Smith. Despite the close registration margin, this seat was never considered a close
race for the general election. The district includes portions of Kern, Los Angeles, and San Bernardino
Counties and seems to have more in common politically with the conservative inland areas than Los
Angeles. However, the two population centers, Lancaster and Palmdale, have grown substantially in
recent years and brought diversity to the region. In fact, this district has the largest percentage of African
American residents of any suburban district in California. Fox trailed Smith by about 2,000 votes the day
after the November 6 election, but the gap narrowed in recent weeks as remaining absentees and
provisional ballots were counted, giving him a 145 vote lead on Smith.
An attorney and educator, Fox ran for the seat in 2008 as a Republican and failed to gain sufficient voter
support. Shortly after that election, Fox recognized that his beliefs regarding education, health care,
worker equality, and economic protection for the middle class and poor were contrary to the platforms
espoused by the Republican Party at the time. Fox wrote an editorial explaining his decision to become a
Democrat. The party embraced Fox and the Los Angeles Democratic Party named him 2012 Democrat of
the Year.
Smith announced he will seek a recount. Assuming Fox holds onto his lead, he will term out of the
Assembly in 2024.

Assembly District 37 – Das Williams (D)
Registration: 44% D, 29% R, NPP 22% Election: Williams (D) 59.8%, Walter (R) 40.2%
This district includes portions of Santa Barbara and Ventura Counties and is reliably Democrat in its
politics. Major population centers include Santa Barbara, Goleta, Santa Buena Ventura, and Ventura. It is
also home to one of America’s wealthiest communities, Montecito, along with the resort community of
Ojai. In days long gone, this region was Republican but has been leaning to the left since the late 1980’s.
Williams was first elected to the Assembly in 2010 after serving for several years on the Santa Barbara City
Council. He was elected to that post when he was just 23. He was an aide to former Assemblywoman
Hannah-Beth Jackson and was a key advocate for her recent election to the State Senate. He is an
educator by trade, teaching at both the junior high and college levels. He has championed environmental
legislation. Williams is recently married.
Williams will term out of the Assembly in 2016.

Assembly District 38 – Scott Wilk (R)
Registration: 34% D, 40% R, NPP 18% Election: Wilk (R) 57.1%, Headington (D) 42.9%
This district contains portions of Los Angeles and Ventura Counties. Major population centers include Simi
Valley, Santa Clarita, Stevenson Ranch, Agua Dulce, and Castaic. This part of the San Fernando
Valley has remained more conservative than parts to the South as have the Santa Clarita and Simi Valley
areas. The District actually became more Republican in recent redistricting, picking up an added 4% in
registration advantage. Simi Valley is now the fourth largest city in Los Angeles County and is, of course,
home to the Ronald Regan Library.
Wilk comes to the Assembly after serving on the Santa Clarita Community College Board of Trustees. He
owns a public relations firm and worked in the District Office of Assemblyman Cameron Smyth, who
termed out this year, and previously worked for both former Assemblywoman Paula Boland and former
State Senator Tom McClintock before he was elected to Congress.
Wilk terms out of the Assembly in 2024.

Assembly District 39 – Raul Bocanegra (D)
Registration: 53% D, 19% R, NPP 22% Election: Bocanegra (D) 58.7%, Richard Alarcon (R) 41.3%
Democratic Assemblyman Felipe Fuentes is the sole Assembly Member who resides in this newly drawn
district, but he is termed out this year, making this an open seat. The district was drawn to favor a Latino,
and due to the district’s low Republican registration, and a split amongst the five Republicans running, the
top two vote getters were Latino Democrats: Raul Bocanegra and former Senator Richard Alarcon.
Raul Bocanegra is chair of the San Fernando Valley Financial Development Corp., which administers the
State Loan Guarantee Program. Bocanegra has served as chief of staff for Assembly Member Fuentes, and
was a deputy for Alex Padilla while he was on the L.A. City Council. Born and raised in the San Fernando
Valley, he received a bachelor’s in Political Science and a master’s degree in Urban Planning from UCLA.
Bocanergra will term out of the Assembly in 2024.

Assembly District 40 – Mike Morrell (R-Inc)
Registration: 38% D, 38% R, NPP 19% Election: Mike Morrell (R) 50.9%, Russ Warner (D) 49.1%
When approved by the Citizens Redistricting Commission, no current Assembly Member resided in this
Republican leaning district. Republican state Senator Bob Dutton, who is termed out this year, announced
he would run for the seat. But when GOP Congressman Jerry Lewis announced he would retire at the end
of his term this year, Dutton announced for Congress in Congressional District 31.
Republican Assembly Member Mike Morrrell, whose Rancho Cucamonga home was located in the new
heavily Democratic Assembly District 41, moved to the part of Rancho Cucamonga now located in this
district.
Mike Morrell was elected to the Assembly in 2010. Born in Covina, he received a bachelor’s degree in
Business from the University of La Verne. He started his own real estate business in 1989. He is an active
NRA member and a past president of the Inland Empire Republican Club. He and his wife, Joanie, have
three children.
Morrell will term out of the Assembly in 2016.

Assembly District 41 – Chris Holden (D)
Registration: 43% D, 33% R, NPP 19% Election: Chris Holden (D) 57.5%, Donna Lowe (R) 42.5%
When the Citizens Redistricting Commission released the new district lines, GOP Assembly Member Mike
Morrell resided in this new district. Believing it to be too Democratic for him to win, he moved into the
new neighboring Assembly District 40 to seek reelection, making this an open seat.
Three Democrats and two Republicans entered the June 5 Open Primary, the top vote getters being
Pasadena Councilman Chris Holden, followed by Republican tea party activist Donna Lowe.
Chris Holden, a 21-year member of the Pasadena City Council, is a son of former Los Angeles City
Councilmember and State Senator Nate Holden. He attended San Diego State University, receiving a
bachelor’s in Business. He serves as an officer on the Burbank (Bob Hope) Airport Authority. He and his
wife, Melanie, have four children.
Holden terms out of the Assembly in 2024.

Assembly District 42 – Brian Nestande (R-Inc)
Registration: 34% D, 43% R, NPP 18% Election: Brian Nestande(R) 54.6%, Mark Orozco (D) 45.4%
Brian Nestande ran in a new district where fewer than 18% of the voters live within his current district
(Assembly District 64), but most of the new territory is reliably Republican. Nestande was reelected to his
third and final term.
Nestande received his bachelor’s degree in Political Science from CSU Fullerton. After graduation he
became the deputy campaign manager for the winning congressional campaign of Michael Huffington. He
joined the congressman’s staff as a field representative. He later managed the winning campaign of then
Palm Springs Mayor Sonny Bono and followed the new congressman to Washington, D.C., where he
served as chief of staff.
After Bono’s untimely death in a skiing accident in 1997, Nestande managed Mary Bono's campaign to
succeed her husband, and he became her chief of staff.
A Riverside county resident for nearly 15 years, Brian Nestande, his wife, Gina, and their combined family
of seven children, reside in Palm Desert.

Assembly District 43 – Mike Gatto (D)
Registration: 44% D, 26% R, NPP 24% Election: Mike Gatto (D) 60.1%, Greg Krikorian (R) 39.9%
Mike Gatto sought reelection in this new district, which keeps the same district number as Gatto's current
district and retains just over 66% of Gatto's current district's voters.
At the time of his election to the Assembly, in a June 2010 Special Election, Mike Gatto was an attorney
with the law firm of Mayer Brown and a long-time political activist. Earlier in his career, he worked as the
district director for Representative Brad Sherman. He has also worked as an aide to a member of the Los
Angeles City Council and in the administrations of three Los Angeles mayors.
The 2010 run was Gatto’s second try for the assembly. As a 21-year-old history student at UCLA in 1996,
Gatto entered the Democratic Primary to challenge incumbent Democrat Louis Caldera; he received 23%
of the vote. Gatto is a magna cum laude graduate of Loyola Law School. He and his wife, Danielle, have
two children. Gatto is chair of the Assembly Appropriations Committee.
Gatto will term out of the Assembly in 2016.

Assembly District 44 – Jeff Gorell (R-Inc)
Registration: 38% D, 37% R, NPP 20% Election: Jeff Gorell (R) 53.4%, Eileen MacEnery (D) 46.6%
On March 18, 2011, Jeff Gorell was called back to active duty by the U.S. Navy for a one-year deployment
to Afghanistan. He returned home in March of this year to resume his duties as a first-term state Assembly
Member and to seek reelection.
Gorell's new district includes 65% of the voters who also reside in his current district (Assembly District
37). The inclusion of the heavily Latino Democratic city of Oxnard makes this district less safely Republican
than the one Gorell was elected to in 2010.
Gorell is an attorney, the owner of a regional public affairs firm, Lieutenant Commander in the U.S. Naval
Reserve (intelligence officer), former Ventura County Deputy District Attorney (1999-2006) and former
speech writer/deputy press secretary to Governor Pete Wilson. Gorell earned his bachelor's degree in
History from UC Davis and his law degree from the McGeorge School of Law. He lives in Camarillo with his
wife, Laura, and young stepdaughter.
Gorell will term out of the Assembly in 2016.

Assembly District 45 – Robert Blumenfield (D)
Registration: 47% D, 27% R, NPP 20% Election: Robert Blumenfield (D) 63.1%, Chris Kolski (R) 36.9%
Robert Blumenfield faced Republican Chris Kolski in the June 5 Open Primary because they were the only
two candidates on the ballot, they faced each other again in the November election. Though about 44% of
the district’s voters were new to Blumenfield, the district remains solidly Democratic. He was reelected to
his third and final term.
Blumenfield was elected to the Assembly in 2008, succeeding Lloyd Levine, who was termed out.
Blumenfield is a former director of government affairs for the Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy.
During the 1990s, he worked for Representatve Howard Berman as a senior legislative assistant in
Washington, DC and did some work for then U.S. Senator Bill Bradley.
He is a graduate of Duke University and of UCLA’s Anderson School of Business Executive Program. At the
time of his election to the Assembly, he served as chair of the Valley Anti-Defamation League Advisory
Board. He and his wife, Kafi, have two children and reside in Woodland Hills.

Assembly District 46 – Adrin Nazarian (D)
Registration: 53% D, 18% R, NPP 23% Election: Adrin Nazarian (D) 70.9%, Jay Stern (R) 29.1%
No current incumbent resides in this new west San Fernando Valley district, making this an open seat. Five
Democrats and one Republican ran in the June 5 Open Primary, the top vote getter being Adrin Nazarian.
Nazarian, chief of staff for L.A. City Councilmember Paul Krekorian, also served in that position while
Krekorian was a member of the Assembly. He previously served as a staff member for Representative Brad
Sherman and former Governor Gray Davis. From 1999 – 2001, he worked as a special assistant with the CA
Trade and Commerce Agency. He received his bachelor’s degree in Economics from UCLA.
Nazarian will term out of the Assembly in 2024.

Assembly District 47 – Cheryl Brown (D)
Registration: 49% D, 27% R, NPP 20% Election: Cheryl Brown (D) 56.2%, Joe Baca, Jr. (R) 43.8%
This new district encompasses much of the territory currently represented by Assembly Member Wilmer
Amina Carter (D), but she is termed out this year, which makes this an open seat. Two Democrats and two
Republicans entered the June 5 Open Primary, the top vote getter being former Democratic Assembly
Member Joe Baca, Jr. followed by Democrat Cheryl Brown.
Cheryl Brown currently works part time for Assembly Member Wilma Carter. Before that, she worked as a
district representative for state Senator Gloria Negrete McLeod. For thirty years, she was co-publisher of
The Black Voice News, a community newspaper. She is on the board of directors of the CA Newspaper
Publishers Association and president of the San Bernardino chapter of the NAACP. She attended San
Bernardino Valley College and received a bachelor’s degree in Geography from CSU San Bernardino. She is
the mother of four, grandmother of eight and a great grandmother of four.
Brown will term out of the Assembly in 2024.

Assembly District 48 – Roger Hernandez (D)
Registration: 46% D, 28% R, NPP 20% Election: Roger Hernandez (D) 59%, Joe Gardner (R) 41%
Roger Hernandez faced two opponents in the June 5 Open Primary: Republican Joe Gardner and No Party
Preference candidate Mike Meza, both retired police sergeants. Neither raised nor spent any significant
amount of money, but collectively received 57% of the votes cast, with Gardner being the top vote getter,
followed by Hernandez.
Roger Hernandez, the son of immigrants, was elected to the West Covina City Council in 2003 at the age of
27, the youngest person elected to the council in the history of the city. Prior to his election to the council,
he was elected to the Rowland USD Board of Education at the age of 24. At the time of his election to the
Assembly, he worked as an Adjunct Professor of Political Science at Rio Hondo College.
He earned a bachelor’s degree in Political Science from UC Riverside, a master’s degree in Public
Administration from the University of La Verne and a master’s degree in Governance Certificate from the
California School Boards Association.
Hernandez is a member of the Democratic leadership team, serving as Majority Whip.
Hernandez will term out of the Assembly in 2016.

Assembly District 49 – Edwin “Ed” Chau (D)
Registration: 41% D, 25% R, NPP 29% Election: Edwin Chau (D) 56%, Matthew Lin (R) 44%
This new heavily Asian open seat overlaps much of the territory represented by Assembly Member Mike
Eng who is termed out this year.
To the surprise of most, the top vote getter was Republican Matthew Lin, a self-described political
moderate, receiving over 52 % of the votes cast in a district with a GOP voter registration of only 25%. The
top vote getter between the two Democrats was Edwin Chau. The key to the November victory appears to
be the large number of voters registered as no party preference (NPP), many of them being Asian
Americans.
Chau is a member of the Montebello Unified school board and an attorney with his own law firm. His
areas of practice include commercial transactions, litigation, real estate, immigration, personal injury and
landlord/tenant law.
Prior to becoming an attorney, Chau was an engineer/programmer for IBM and Unisys Corp. for about 12
years. In 2005, he became an adjunct visiting professor with the Hunan Normal College in China. He holds
bachelor's degrees in Computer Science and in Sociology, both from USC, and a law degree from
Southwestern University School of Law. He and his wife, Candice, have one daughter. Chau has a home in
Montebello, outside the district lines, but claims as his residence an apartment in Monterey Park.
Chau will term out of the Assembly in 2024.

Assembly District 50 – Richard Bloom (D)
Registration: 52% D, 19% R, NPP 23% Election: Richard Bloom (D) 50.2%, Betsy Butler (D) 49.8%
Betsy Butler was placed into the new Assembly District 62, along with Democratic Assembly Member
Steven Bradford, leaving Butler with three options for the June 5 Open Primary: remain in her Marina del
Rey home and challenge Bradford; move south into the new neighboring Assembly District 66, which
encompasses 64 % of the voters in her current district (Assembly District 53) but was redrawn to be a
much more competitive district than her current district, and is thus likely to be a top target in November
2012; or move north into the new neighboring open Westside seat that is safely Democratic, but where
nearly 99% of the voters are new to her.
She chose the third option. She faced tough opposition in the June 5 Open Primary from two strong
Democrats who were longtime residents of the new district: Santa Monica Mayor Richard Bloom and Torie
Osborn, a senior policy advisor for a government reform group and former CEO of the National Gay and
Lesbian Task Force. Bloom came in a close second in the Primary and then narrowly defeated Butler in the
General Election.
Richard Bloom, a family law attorney, has served on the Santa Monica City Council since 1999 and is
currently serving a two-year term as mayor. He is chair of the Santa Monica Bay Restoration Committee
and the Westside Cities Council of Government. In 2009, Bloom was appointed to the CA Coastal
Commission. Born in Philadelphia, Bloom grew up in Altadena and West Los Angeles and attended Fairfax
High School. He received a bachelor’s degree in Communication and Public Policy from UC Berkeley and
received his law degree from Loyola Law School. His wife, Robbie Black, is a healthcare professional and
administrator at Cedars-Sinai Medical Center. They are the parents of two grown children.
Bloom will term out of the Assembly in 2024.

Assembly District 51 – Jimmy Gomez (D)
Registration: 59% D, 13% R, NPP 22% Election: Jimmy Gomez (D) 59.8%, Luis Lopez (D) 40.2%
This new, heavily Latino district encompasses a large portion of the territory Gil Cedillo currently
represents (Assembly District 45). He is termed out this year and five Democrats entered the June 5 Open
Primary.
Gomez, who came in first, raised and spent the most money and had strong support from labor. Gomez is
the political director of the United Nurses Associations of CA/Union of Health Care Professionals AFL-CIO
and a teacher at Los Angeles Trade Tech.
He was born and raised in southern California. His parents and four siblings immigrated to California from
Mexico in the early 1970s. His previous work experiences include the American Federation of State,
County and Municipal Employees (AFSCME), the National League of Cities, and the offices of then L.A. City
Councilmember Michael Feuer, and then Representative Hilda Solis. He and his wife, Mary, reside in Echo
Park.
Gomez will term out of the Assembly in 2024.

Assembly District 52 – Norma Torres (D-Inc)
Registration: 47% D, 28% R, NPP 20% Election: Norma Torres (D) 65.6%, Kenny Coble (R) 34.4%
One Republican and two fellow Democrats filed against Norma Torres in the June 5 Open Primary.
Fortunately for Torres, Republican Kenny Coble outpolled her two Democratic opponents: Paul Vincent
Avila, a member of the Ontario-Montclair Board of Trustees; and Ray Moors, a local restaurateur who ran
against Torres in 2010 as a Republican, receiving 40% of the vote.
Torres had a relatively weak showing in the Primary, which is somewhat surprising when you consider that
her new district encompasses 96% of the voters who resided in her old district (Assembly District 61).
However, she was reelected to her third and final term.
Torres is the first person of Guatemalan descent to be elected to the Assembly. She arrived in the U.S. at
age five, growing up within a strong pro-union family. At the time of her election she was a bilingual 9-1-1
dispatcher and instructor for the LAPD. Torres was elected to the Pomona City Council in 2000, reelected
in 2004, and elected mayor in a 2006 citywide election. She and her husband, Louis, have three teenage
sons and reside in Pomona.

Assembly District 53 – John Perez (D-Inc)
Registration: 58% D, 12% R, NPP 23% Election: John Perez (D) 82.8%, Jose Aguilar (R) 17.2%
Assembly Speaker John Pérez faced opposition from two Democrats in the June 5 Open Primary. At the
time of his election to the Assembly in 2008, Pérez was the political director of the United Food and
Commercial Workers (UFCW) Union Local 324, which represents roughly 24,000 workers in Southern Los
Angeles and Orange County.
He is a former political director for the CA Labor Federation, AFL-CIO. He serves as an elected member of
the Democratic National Committee. He is active in the AIDS Project Los Angeles, the Latino Coalition
against AIDS, Coro Southern CA, and the CA Center for Regional Leadership. He received appointments
from both Bill Clinton and George W. Bush to serve on the President’s Advisory Council on HIV and AIDS.
On January 7, 2010, Pérez was elected the Speaker of the Assembly by his colleagues, the first openly gay
person to be elected to the position of Assembly Speaker in the country.
Perez will term out of the Assembly in 2014.

Assembly District 54 – Holly Mitchell (D-Inc)
Registration: 64% D, 12% R, NPP 20% Election: Holly Mitchell (D) 83.3%, Keith McCowne (R) 16.7%
Holly Mitchell faced token opposition from a fellow Democrat and a single Republican in the June 5 Open
Primary. By outpolling Democrat Ed Nicoletti, a home builder, Republican Keith McCowen saved Mitchell
from having to run against a fellow Democrat in November.
Mitchell was, at the time of her election to the Assembly in 2010, the CEO of Crystal Stairs, one of the
largest childcare agencies in California. She is a former chair of the California State Commission on the
Status of Women and vice chair of the Los Angeles Commission for Children, Youth and Their Families. She
is a former legislative advocate for the Western Center on Law and Poverty and former executive director
of the California Black Women’s Health Project.
In her earlier career, Mitchell spent a decade in Sacramento working on health policy issues for the state
Senate’s Health and Human Services Committee. She also previously worked in the Los Angeles district
office of former state Sen. Diane Watson. She is the mother of one child.
Mitchell will term out of the Assembly in 2016.

Assembly District 55 – Curt Hagman (R-Inc)
Registration: 31% D, 41% R, NPP 23% Election: Curt Hagman (R) 60%, Gregg Fritchle (D) 40%
Curt Hagman easily outpolled Democrat Gregg Fritchle, his only opponent and was reelected to his third
and last term.
Hagman began his public service as a Parks & Recreation commissioner in Chino Hills, and was then
elected to the Chino Hills City Council in 2004, serving as mayor at the time of his election to the Assembly.
The former private investigator owns several businesses, including Apex Bail Bonds, with three offices in
Southern California, and a real estate consulting/management business. He was a member of the San
Bernardino County Workforce Investment Board and the San Bernardino Republican County Central
Committee.
He received his bachelor’s degree in Psychology from UCLA and was a Naval ROTC midshipman while
attending the university. His wife, Grace, whom he met while attending UCLA, has a law degree. They are
the parents of two children.

Assembly District 56 – Manuel Perez (D-Inc)
Registration: 49% D, 31% R, NPP 17% Election: Manuel Perez(D) 65.3%, Corky Reynaga-Emett (R) 34.7%
Incumbent Manuel Pérez and Republican Corky Reynaga-Emett – a son and daughter of immigrant parents
from Mexico – were the only two candidates on the June 5 Open Primary ballot. In this heavily Latino and
safe Democratic district that is almost identical to the district he was elected to in 2010 (Assembly District
80), Pérez was reelected to his third and final term.
Pérez was a Coachella Valley School Board member at the time of his election to the Assembly. The
Coachella Valley native (born in Indio) earned his bachelor’s degree in Political Science and Ethnic Studies
from UC Riverside in 1995 and a master’s degree in Administration, Planning and Social Policy in 2001
from Harvard University.
His parents immigrated to the U.S. and found employment in the Imperial Valley as migrant farm workers.
Pérez and his wife, Gladis, are raising their sons in Coachella.

Assembly District 57 – Ian Calderon (D)
Registration: 48% D, 28% R, NPP 19% Election: Ian Calderon (D) 63.3%, Noel Jaimes (R) 36.7%
This heavily Latino, safe Democratic seat encompasses voters who are currently represented by
Democratic assembly Member Tony Mendoza and Charles Calderon both termed out this year. Three
candidates entered the June 5 Open Primary, Democrats Ian Calderon and Rudy Bermudez and Republican
Noel Jaimes. The Republican, who spent little or no money, was the top vote getter, with Calderon eking
out a narrow second place finish over Bermudez by a margin of 337 votes. It was a hard-fought bitter race
between Calderon and Bermudez, a former two-term Assembly Member who gave up his seat in 2006 for
an unsuccessful run for state Senate.
Ian Charles Calderon is the son of Charles Calderon, who is the Assembly Majority Leader, and nephew of
both state Senator Ron Calderon and former Assembly Member Tom Calderon. Ian Calderon currently
works as a Legislative Field Representative for Assembly Member Warren Furutani. He received his
bachelor’s degree in Political Science and Communications from CSU Long Beach.
Before joining the legislative staff, Calderon worked for a retail clothing company, managing their
marketing department. He went on to form his own company representing athletes in contract
negotiations and sponsorship relationships.
Calderon will term out of the Assembly in 2024.

Assembly District 58 – Christina Garcia (D)
Registration: 53% D, 22% R, NPP 20% Election: Christina Garcia (D) 71.5%, Patricia Kotze-Ramos (R) 28.5%
Democratic Assembly Member Ricardo Lara is the sole Assembly Member who resides in this new district,
but he is giving up the seat to run for state Senate (Senate District 33). Two other Assembly Members
represent portions of this new District – Charles Calderon and Tony Mendoza – but both are termed out
this year, making this an open safe Democratic district drawn to favor a Latino candidate.
Cristina Garcia, who kicked off her Primary campaign with a $52,300 personal loan, is a college professor
and Bell Gardens community activist. She has taught statistics at USC and mathematics at L.A. City College,
and has taught middle school and high school students through the Jaime Escalante Program at East L.A.
Community College and Huntington Park High School.
When the corruption scandal in the city of Bell broke out two years ago, Garcia was deeply involved in the
movement that eventually led to the indictments of eight city officials. During this time, she helped form
BASTA (the Bell Association to Stop the Abuse). She earned a bachelor's degree from Pomona College, two
master's degrees from Claremont Graduate University and UCLA and is a Ph.D. candidate in Public
Administration from USC.
Garcia will term out of the Assembly in 2024.

Assembly District 59 – Reggie Jones-Sawyer (D)
Registration: 70% D, 7% R, NPP 18% Election: Reggie Jones-Sawyer (D) 52.7%, Rodney Robinson (D) 47.3%
This new district is heavily Latino in population, but during this past decade the majority of voters were
split between former Assembly Districts 48 and 52, districts represented by African Americans.
Reggie Jones-Sawyer is making his second run for the Assembly. He ran against Holly Mitchell in the 2010
Democratic Primary. He is currently director of asset management for the City of Los Angeles, secretary of
the CA Democratic Party and chair of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference of Los Angeles.
He received his bachelor’s degree in Public Administration from USC and completed the Program for
Senior Executives in State and Local Government at Harvard University’s Kennedy School of Government.
Sawyer will term out of the Assembly in 2024.

Assembly District 60 – Eric Linder(R)
Registration: 37% D, 39% R, NPP 20% Election: Eric Linder (R) 51.8%, Jose Luis Perez (D) 48.2%
GOP Assembly Member Jeff Miller resides in this newly drawn district, but he chose to run for the State
Senate District (21), making this an open seat. Though the district has a large and growing Latino
population, it is still considered a safe Republican seat.
Eric Linder has been a longtime real estate professional, but recently has shifted his focus to the running
of an online communications and advertising firm, eMotiv Marketing, which he founded. He previously
owned and operated an aircraft rental and charter company.
His civic involvement includes helping to found the Corona Taxpayers Association and serving as vice chair
of the Riverside County Republican Party. Linder and his wife have three children and reside in Corona.
Linder will term out of the Assembly in 2024.

Assembly District 61 – Jose Medina (D)
Registration: 44% D, 34% R, NPP 17% Election: Jose Medina (D) 61%, Bill Batey (R) 39.%
A majority minority district by population, although not by voter registration. The sole Democrat in the
race, Jose Medina received the most votes, followed by Republican Bill Batey. On paper, this looks like a
safe Democratic seat, but the two Republicans and the NPP candidate – a former Republican – received
over half of the votes cast in the Primary, which had a voter turnout of 21%.
Medina is a member of the Riverside Community College Board of Trustees (elected 1997). Before that, he
was a member of the Jurupa USD Board of Education (elected 1989). The California native earned his
bachelor's degree in Latin American Studies and master's degree in History from UC Riverside. He began
his teaching career in 1975 and has been teaching for nearly three decades in the Riverside USD.
Medina ran for the Assembly in 2010 losing to GOP Assembly Member Brian Nestande. Medina lives in
Riverside with his wife, Linda, who is also a teacher for the Riverside USD.
Medina will term out of the Assembly in 2024.

Assembly District 62 – Steven Bradford (D-Inc)
Registration: 61% D, 15% R, NPP 19% Election: Steven Bradford (D) 73.3%, Mervin Evans (D) 27.7%
Steven Bradford’s sole opponent was community activist Mervin Evans.
Steven Bradford was elected to the Assembly in a 2009 Special Election. He was elected to the Gardena
City Council in 1997, the first African-American to serve on that body. He attended San Diego State
University and received a bachelor’s degree in Political Science from UC Dominguez Hills. He also earned a
Paralegal Certificate.
From 1983 through 1990, he served as a marketing representative with IBM. At one time he was also the
Torrance district director for the late Congresswoman Juanita Millender-McDonald. Prior to his election to
the Assembly, he had been employed as a Regional Manager-Public Affairs with Southern California
Edison.
Bradford will term out of the Assembly in 2016.

Assembly District 63 – Anthony Rendon (D)
Registration: 57% D, 18% R, NPP 19% Election: Anthony Rendon (D) 74.2%, Jack Guerrero (R) 25.8%

This is a new southeast L.A. County district that is majority Latino in both population and voter
registration, which makes this a safe Democratic seat.
Anthony Rendon is currently executive director of Plaza de la Raza Child Development Services, Inc. He
received his bachelor’s and master’s degrees from CSU Fullerton (where he served as an adjunct professor
in the Department of Political Science and Criminal Justice), his Ph.D. from UC Riverside and did his
postdoctoral work at Boston College. He lives in Whittier.
Rendon will term out from the Assembly in 2024.

Assembly District 64 – Isadore Hall (D-Inc)
Registration: 67% D, 11% R, NPP 17% Election: Isadore Hall (D) 100%
Isadore Hall and Warren Furutani both reside in this newly drawn heavily Democratic district. Hall, who
last year announced he would run for Congress in the new Congressional District 44, pulled out of that
race and sought reelection to the Assembly. Furutani chose to run for LA City Council. Hall was elected to
the Assembly in 2008, succeeding Mervyn Dymally, who was termed out.
Hall, born and raised in Compton, was elected to the Compton City Council in 2003. Before that, he was an
elected member of the Compton Unified School District Board of Trustees. He has served as director of the
Lynwood Employment and Economic Development Center, senior analyst of Classified Personnel for the
Lynwood Unified School District and director of the city of Los Angeles Community Services Department.
In 2006 he was appointed chair of the communications and legislation committee of the Board of
Directors of the Metropolitan Water District of Southern CA.
He received a bachelor’s degree in Business Administration from the University of Phoenix and a master’s
degree in Public Administration from National University. He is a member of the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity
and is a member of the ministerial team at Double Rock Missionary Baptist Church.
Hall will term out of the Assembly in 2014.

Assembly District 65 – Sharon Quirk-Silva (D)
Registration: 36 % D, 37% R, NPP 23% Election: Sharon Quirk-Silva (D) 52%, Chris Norby (R) 48%
Assembly Member Chris Norby sought reelection in this new Republican leaning district that encompasses
a little more than a third of the voters in his current district (Assembly District 72). Norby's sole opponent
in the June 5 Open Primary was Democrat Sharon Quirk-Silva, a member of the Fullerton City Council
currently serving as mayor.
Sharon Quirk-Silva was elected to the Fullerton City Council in November 2004. She could have sought
reelection to her third term this November, but decided to run for the Assembly.
She was born in Los Angeles and has lived in Fullerton since the age of two. After graduating from
Fullerton High School, she earned an AA degree from Fullerton College, and then transferred to UCLA,
receiving a bachelor's degree in Sociology. She earned a California Teacher Credential from CSU Fullerton
and has been a teacher with the Fullerton School District for 24 years.
Her husband, Jesus, teaches seventh and eighth-grade math at a local Junior High School. They are the
parents of four children.
Silva will term out of the Assembly in 2024.

Assembly District 66 – Al Muratsuchi (D)
Registration: 38 % D, 35% R, NPP 21% Election: Al Muratsuchi (D) 54.6%, Craig Huey (R) 45.4%
Democratic Assemblywoman Betsy Butler represented nearly 65% of this new district. But as drawn, it
became much more competitive than her old district (Assembly District 53) and it did not include her
Marina del Rey home, Butler moved and sought reelection in the new Assembly District 50, making this
new district an open competitive seat, which Al Muratsuchi declared a victory over GOP candidate Craig
Hughey.
Al is a Deputy Attorney General and prosecutor with California Department of Justice. Prior to joining the
Department of Justice in 2001, Muratsuchi was a prosecutor with the Los Angele County District
Attorney’s Office and the Santa Anna City Attorney’s Office.
Muratsuchi is an active volunteer in the South Bay and Los Angeles. He served as Chairman of the
Torrance Planning Commission and a member of the Torrance Environmental Quality and Energy
Conservation Commission. He was also on the board of directors of the Little Tokyo Service Center and the
League of Women Voters of Torrance.
Muratsuchi lives in Torrance with his wife Hiroko and daughter. He is a graduate of the UC Berkeley and
the UCLA School of Law.
Muratsuchi will term out of the Assembly in 2024.

Assembly District 67 – Melissa Melendez (R)
Registration: 29 % D, 46% R, NPP 20% Election: Melissa Melendez (R) 52.3%, Phil Paule (R) 47.7%

Five Republicans ran in the June 5 Open Primary, the top vote getter being Phil Paule followed by Melissa
Melendez. In the General Election, Melendez came out on top after a hard fought campaign.
Melissa Melendez is a businesswoman and Lake Elsinore City Councilmember (elected 2008). She
previously served as a Russian translator in the US Navy for 10 years. Melendez received her bachelor’s
degree in History and Political Studies from Chaminade University of Honolulu, and her MBA from the
University of Phoenix (Murietta Campus). She and her husband, Nico, have five children.
Melendez will term out of the Assembly in 2024.

Assembly District 68 – Donald Wagner (R-Inc)
Registration: 28 % D, 46% R, NPP 22% Election: Donald Wagner (R) 60.8%, Christina Avalos (D) 39.2%
Don Wagner’s sole opponent in the June 5 Open Primary was Democrat Christina Avalos.
Wagner was elected to the Assembly in 2010. He is an attorney and was president of the Board of
Trustees of the South Orange County Community College. He had run for his current Assembly seat in
2004, coming in third behind Chuck DeVore and Cristi Cristich in the GOP Primary (old Assembly District
70).
Wagner is a graduate of UCLA and received his law degree from UC Hastings College of Law. He founded
the O.C. Chapter of the Federalist Society. He and his wife, Megan, have three children.
Wagner will term out of the Assembly in 2016.

Assembly District 69 – Tom Daly (D)
Registration: 49 % D, 27% R, NPP 20% Election: Tom Daly (D) 67.6%, Jose Moreno(R) 32.4%
Democratic Assemblyman Jose Solorio, who currently represents much of this district, is termed out this
year, making this an open seat. The majority of the population and registered voters in this newly redrawn
district are Latino.
Four Democrats and one Republican entered the June 5 Open Primary, all being Latino except one. With
four Latino candidates splitting the Latino vote, the top vote getter was the sole non-Latino candidate,
Tom Daly, followed by the sole Republican candidate, Jose Moreno.
Daly is the Orange County Clerk-Recorder (elected Nov. 2002) and former mayor of Anaheim (1992-2002).
Prior to his election as mayor, the Anaheim native served four years on the City Council and three years as
a member of the Anaheim Union High School board. He received his bachelor’s degree from Harvard
College. Daly has three children and resides in Anaheim with his wife, Debbie.
Daly will term out of the Assembly in 2024.

Assembly District 70 – Bonnie Lowenthal (D-Inc)
Registration: 49 % D, 24% R, NPP 20% Election: Bonnie Lowenthal (D) 65.4 %, M. Flores-Gibson (R) 34.6%
Bonnie Lowenthal earlier this year announced she would run for the overlapping state Senate seat held by
her former husband, Alan Lowenthal, who is termed out. But the Citizens Redistricting Commission's new
Senate lines were not kind to her, and the new Senate district was drawn to favor a Latino candidate. That
candidate is Assembly Member Ricardo Lara (Assembly District 50). Lowenthal is not termed out until
2014, so she announced she would seek reelection to the Assembly for her third and final term in this
safely Democratic seat.
Bonnie Lowenthal was elected to the Long Beach City Council in 2001, filling the unexpired term of Jennie
Oropeza after Oropeza was elected to the Assembly. In 2006, L.A. Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa appointed
her to the South Coast Air Quality Management District’s Mobile Source Reduction Committee. Prior to
her election to the city council, she had served seven years on the Long Beach USD Board of Education.
She also served as a bilingual mental health consultant for the League of United Latin American Citizens.
She was born in New York state and received her bachelor’s degree from the University of Wisconsin and a
master’s degree in Community and Clinical Psychology from CSU Long Beach. She is a licensed family
counselor and mental health consultant.

Assembly District 71 – Brian Jones (R)
Registration: 29 % D, 45% R, NPP 21% Election: Brian Jones (R) 63.7%, Patrick Hurley (D) 36.3%
Brian Jones sought reelection in a new safe Republican Assembly district that encompasses over 75% of
the voters in his current district (Assembly District 77). Prior to his election to the Assembly, Jones was a
member of the Santee City Council (elected 2002). He is a real estate advisor and a co-owner of an interior
decorating business with his wife. Jones ran for Congress in 2008, coming in a distant second behind
Duncan Hunter (72% -16%) in the GOP Primary.
Jones has been a Santee resident since 1978, attending local schools. He attended San Diego State
University, earning a bachelor’s degree in Business Administration. He is a member of the Board of
Directors for Boys and Girls Clubs and is a member of the South Bay Rod and Gun Club. He and his wife,
Heather, have lived in the same neighborhood for the last twelve years while raising their three children.
Jones is chair of the Assembly Republican Caucus.
He will term out of the Assembly in 2016.

Assembly District 72 – Travis Allen (R)
Registration: 31 % D, 42% R, NPP 22% Election: Travis Allen (R) 55.7%, Troy Edgar (D) 44.3%
GOP Assemblyman Jim Silva is the sole incumbent Assembly Member residing in this newly drawn district
but he is termed out this year, making this an open seat. The district contains a large Vietnamese
American vote (21% of registered voters) located in portions of Westminster and Garden Grove known as
“Little Saigon.” Three Republicans and two Democrats entered the June 5 Open Primary, the top vote
getter being Troy Edgar. However, in the end, Travis Allen defeated Edgar in November’s General Election.
Allen is a small business owner in Orange County and has a strong record in supporting the business
community. He is active with the Orange County Business Council, Orange County Lincoln Club, and the
New Majority’s Orange County Chapter. He is a long time resident of Huntington Beach.
Allen will term out of the Assembly in 2024.

Assembly District 73 – Diane Harkey (R-Inc)
Registration: 25% D, 48% R, NPP 22% Election: Diane Harkey (R) 64.3%, James Corbett (D) 35.7 %
Diane Harkey’s sole opponent in the June 5 Open Primary was Democrat James Corbett, a high school
history teacher. Harkey had little difficulty being reelected to her third and final term in this new district.
Harkey has been a Dana Point resident since 1980. She was involved in the incorporation of the city of
Dana Point, elected to the city council in 2004 and served as mayor beginning in 2007. Harkey holds a
bachelor’s degreein Economics from UC Irvine and began her career with Bank of America as a vice
president in Corporate and Real Estate Finance. She and her husband, Dan, have one daughter who is a
2004 graduate of USC’s Marshall School of Business.
Harkey is vice chair of the Assembly Appropriations Committee.

Assembly District 74 – Allan Mansoor (R)
Registration: 29% D, 42% R, NPP 24% Election: Allan Mansoor (R) 56.6%, Robert Rush (D)43.4%
After the Citizens Redistricting Commission approved the new district lines, incumbent GOP Assembly
Member Allan Mansoor found himself in a redrawn Orange County coastal district where nearly 80% of
the voters were new to him. Voters in this district have a strong Republican bias.
Mansoor was elected to the Assembly in 2010. The son of an Egyptian father and Scandinavian mother, he
is a former Orange County deputy sheriff and, at the time of his election to the Assembly, was a member
of the Costa Mesa City Council (elected 2002).
He moved to Costa Mesa in 1976 and has lived there most of his life. Mansoor obtained an A.A. degree
from Coastline Community College. He joined the Orange County sheriff’s department in 1993.
Mansoor will term out of the Assembly in 2016.

Assembly District 75 – Marie Waldron (R)
Registration: 26% D, 47% R, NPP 22% Election: Marie Waldron (R) 63%, Matthew Herold (D) 37%
No current incumbent Assembly Member resides in this new inland San Diego County district, making it an
open safe Republican seat. Only two candidates filed for the June 5 Open Primary. The top vote getter was
the Republican, business owner Marie Waldron, with Democrat Matthew Herold lagging far behind.
Waldron is a small business owner and an Escondido City Councilmember (elected 1998). She is a founding
member of CA Women’s Leadership Association, a member of the Howard Jarvis Taxpayers Association,
San Diego Tax Fighters, and the Lincoln Club of San Diego.
She received her bachelor’s degree from St. John’s University (New York City). She and her husband, Steve,
have a young son.
Waldron will term out of the Assembly in 2024.

Assembly District 76 – Rocky Chavez (R)
Registration: 30% D, 40% R, NPP 24% Election: Rocky Chavez (R) 57.9%, Sherry Hodges(R) 42.1%
No current incumbent resides in this newly drawn, safe Republican coastal San Diego County District,
creating an open seat. Three Republicans entered the June 5 Open Primary, the top vote getter being
Rocky Chavez, followed by Sherry Hodges.
Chavez spent more than 28 years as a U.S. Marine, rising to the rank of colonel and serving as Chief of
Staff of the 4th Marine Division. Chavez was elected to the Oceanside City Council where he served for 10
years, and was later appointed Undersecretary of the CA Dept of Veterans' Affairs by then Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger.
He graduated from CSU Chico. He and his wife, Mary, have three children.
Chavez will term out of the Assembly in 2024.

Assembly District 77 – Brian Maienschein (R)
Registration: 30% D, 39% R, NPP 27% Election: Ruben Hernandez (D) 39.9%, Brian Maienschein (R) 60.1%
No incumbent Assembly Member resides in this new San Diego County district, making it an open seat.
Four candidates entered the June 5 Open Primary, the top vote getter, by a wide margin, being Republican
Brian Maienschein, followed by Democrat Ruben “RJ” Hernandez.
Maienschein currently serves as the Commissioner of the Plan to End Chronic Homelessness with United
Way of San Diego, a position to which he was appointed after serving two terms on the San Diego City
Council (2000-2008). He also teaches courses on Election Law at both the University of San Diego and
California Western School of Law.
Maienschein received his bachelor’s degree from UC Santa Barbara and his law degree from California
Western School of Law. He has two daughters.
Maienschein will term out of the Assembly in 2024.

Assembly District 78 – Toni Atkins (D-Inc)
Registration: 48% D, 21% R, NPP 27% Election: Toni Atkins (D) 62.4 %, Ralph Denney (R) 37.6%
Two Republicans entered the June 5 Open Primary for the right to face incumbent Assembly Member Tony
Atkins in November. Small business owner Ralph Denney outpolled attorney/GOP activist Robert Williams.
This is a safe Democratic district encompassing 61% of the voters within Atkins’ old district (Assembly
District 76).
Atkins was born in southwestern Virginia, earning her bachelor’s degree in Political Science from Emory
and Henry College (Virginia). She later attended the John F. Kennedy School of Government at Harvard
University. She moved to San Diego in 1985 and became a senior policy analyst and aide to then-San Diego
Councilmember Christine Kehoe.
When Kehoe was elected to the Assembly in 2000, Atkins was elected to succeed her on the San Diego
City Council. In April 2005, when incumbent Mayor Dick Murphy resigned due to an ethics scandal, the city
council designated Atkins to serve as mayor until Jerry Sanders was sworn in. She is married to Jennifer
LeSar, and reside in the South Park/Golden Hill neighborhood of San Diego. Atkins is a member of the
Democratic leadership team, serving as Majority Floor Leader.
She will term out in 2016.

Assembly District 79 – Shirley Weber (D)
Registration: 48% D, 21% R, NPP 27% Election: Shirley Weber (D) 61%, Mary England (R) 39%
Marty Block is the sole incumbent Assembly Member who resides in this new majority minority district,
but he ran for the state Senate in the new Senate District 39, making this an open, safe Democratic seat.
Shirley Weber, born in Hope, Arkansas to sharecroppers, received her bachelor’s, master’s, and doctorate
degrees in Speech Communications from UCLA. At the age of 23, she became a professor at San Diego
State University, where she helped develop the department of Africana Studies. In 1988, she was elected
to the Board of Education of San Diego City Schools.
She currently serves as the mayor's appointee and chair of the Citizens' Equal Opportunity Commission.
She is the mother of two children, one a medical doctor and the other a college student in San Diego. Her
late husband, Daniel Weber, was a CA state judge.
Weber will term out of the Assembly in 2024.

Assembly District 80 – Ben Hueso (D-Inc)
Registration: 48% D, 21% R, NPP 27% Election: Ben Hueso (D) 69.1%, Derrick W. Roach (R) 30.9 %
Incumbent Ben Hueso’s sole opponent was Republican activist Derrick Roach.
Hueso was President of the San Diego City Council at the time of his election to the Assembly in 2010.
Prior to his election to the San Diego City Council, Hueso owned and operated a small business.
Hueso has a bachelor’s degree from UCLA, studied Russian language at the University of Odessa in the
Ukraine, and completed post-graduate studies in Community and Economic Development at San Diego
State University. Then Assembly Speaker Fabian Núñez appointed Hueso to the CA Coastal Commission in
2007, but he was not reappointed to the position by the next Speaker, Karen Bass. He, his wife, Laura, and
their four young sons reside in Logan Heights.
Hueso will term out from the Assembly in 2016; however, he is expected to run for the Senate Seat to be
vacated by Juan Vargas who was elected by Congress.

Senate District 1 – Ted Gaines (R)
Registration: 29% D, 46% R, NPP 20% Election: Ted Gaines (R) 63.6%, Julie Griffith-Flatter (D) 36.4%
Ted Gaines ran in this new district, which encompasses 54% of the voters who resided in his previous
district. The District consists of the northeastern mountains bordering Oregon and Nevada, stretching
south to include some suburbs of Sacramento. It encompasses all or parts of the counties of Siskiyou,
Modoc, Lassen, Shasta, Plumas, Nevada, Placer, Alpine, El Dorado, Sierra and Sacramento
Due to the death of State Senator. Dave Cox, a special election was held to fill the late senator’s term. In
November 2010, Gaines ran simultaneously for both reelection to his Assembly seat and in the Special
Primary election, winning both. Prior to being elected to the Senate in a 2011, Gaines served five years in
the Assembly (2006-2011). Prior to his election to the state legislature, Gaines served on the Placer County
Board of Supervisors (2000-2006).
Gaines has a bachelor’s degree in Business Administration from Lewis and Clark College (Oregon). He is the
owner of Point West Insurance in Sacramento. He and his wife, Assemblywoman Beth Gaines, have six
children.
Gaines will term out of the Senate in 2020.

Senate District 3 – Lois Wolk (D)
Registration: 48% D, 25% R, NPP 21% Election: Frank Miranda (R) 33.8%, Lois Wolk (D) 66.2%
Lois Wolk is the only name that appeared on the June 5 Open Primary ballot. However, two Republicans
qualified to run as write-in candidates for the June 5 Open Primary. Wolk served on the Yolo County Board
of Supervisors from 1998-2002, when she was elected to the state Assembly; before that, she served on
the Davis City Council (1990-1998).
She graduated from Antioch College in Ohio (1968) and received a master’s degree in Advanced
International Stuides in 1971 from John Hopkins University. She has been a resident of Davis since 1978
and taught history, social studies and French in grades 7 through 12 in both public and private schools.
Her husband Bruce, is a professor and Dean Emeritus at UC Davis Law School. They have two grown sons,
four granddaughters and a grandson.
Wolk is the chair of the Senate Governance & Finance Committee. The District encompasses the wine
making counties of Sonoma, Napa, moving south to include the counties of Solano, Yolo and a small part
of Contra Costa.
Wolk will term out in 2016.

Senate District 5 – Cathleen Galgiani (D)
Registration: 41% D, 39% R, NPP 15.5% Election: Bill Berryhill (R) 49.6%, Cathleen Galgiani (D) 50.4%
Cathleen Galgiani has represented Assembly District 17 since December 2006. In this close Senate race,
she narrowly defeated Assembly Member Bill Berryhill (R) for this newly-redrawn Senate District 5.
Prior to her own election to the Assembly, Galgiani served as the chief of staff to her predecessor, Barbara
Matthews. She served as the consultant to the legislative committee on the development of University of
California, Merced. She helped secure funding and support for UC Merced to ensure the university
continues to grow as the tenth campus in the University of California system. Galgiani has also worked for
former Assembly Members Pat Johnston and John Garamendi. Prior to working in the Legislature, Galgiani
spent eight years as a physical therapy aide at San Joaquin General Hospital and Dameron Hospital in San
Joaquin County.
Galgiani attended San Joaquin Delta College before receiving her bachelor’s degree from California State
University, Sacramento. She lives in Livingston, California.
Galgiani will term out of the Senate in2020.

Senate District 7 – Mark DeSaulnier (D)
Registration: 44% D, 30% R, NPP 21% Election: Mark Meuser (R) 38.8%, Mark DeSaulnier (D) 61.2%
Governor Pete Wilson appointed Mark DeSaulnier to fill a vacancy on the Contra Costa Board of
Supervisors in 1994. Voters then chose to keep him in the seat in an election the same year. At the time,
he was registered Republican but in 2000, he reregistered as a Democrat, triggering the wrath of local GOP
activists. He served on the Board until his election to the Assembly in 2006.
DeSaulnier was born in Lowell, Mass., and received his bachelor’s degree in History from the College of
Holy Cross. Prior to becoming a County Supervisor, he served as Mayor of Concord and as a city
councilmember from 1991-1993. He is a longtime restaurant owner in Concord and is the father of two
adult sons.
This District includes the East Bay, with most (77%) of the district’s voters residing in Contra Costa County,
the larger cities being Antioch, Pittsburg, Concord, Walnut Creek, Danville, San Ramon, and Lafayette. It
then moves south into Alameda county (23%) including Dublin, Livermore, Pleasanton and Sunol.
DeSaulnier will term out of the Senate in 2016.

Senate District 9 – Loni Hancock (D)
Registration: 64% D, 9% R, NPP 20% Election: Mary Mcllroy (P&F) 14.2%, Loni Hancock (D) 85.8%

Both Loni Hancock and Ellen Corbett reside in this new safe Democratic district, but Corbett was reelected
to her second four-year term in 2010 and will serve until being termed out in 2014.
The East Bay district consists of (78%) of the voters residing in Alameda County and the cities of Oakland,
Berkeley, Alameda, piedmont and San Leandro. The district moves north into Contra Costa County (22%),
the largest city being Richmond.
Hancock arrived in Berkeley in 1964 and was elected to the Berkeley City Council in 1971. She left the
council in 1979 to serve as the Western Regional Director of the volunteer program ACTION under
President Carter, then returned to city politics in 1986, becoming the first woman elected Mayor of
Berkeley. In 1994, President Clinton appointed her regional representative in San Francisco for the U.S.
Department of Education. Her husband is former Assembly Member Tom Bates, the mayor of Berkeley.
She will term out of the Senate in 2016.

Senate District 11 – Mark Leno (D)
Registration: 56% D, 10% R, NPP 30% Election: Harmeet Dhillon (R) 15.3%, Mark Leno (D) 84.7%
Mark Leno and state Senator Leland Yee both reside in this new district, which, for the first time, places all
of San Francisco within a single Senate district. Yee, who in November 2011 ran unsuccessfully for mayor
of San Francisco, will serve in the Senate until being termed out in 2014, while Leno sought re-election this
year to his second and last four-year term.
A native of Wisconsin, Leno attended the University of Colorado at Boulder, then went on to become a
valedictorian of his graduating class at the American College of Jerusalem. He spent two years in
Rabbinical Studies at the Hebrew Union College in New York. Leno is the owner of Budget Signs, Inc. a
small business he founded in 1978 and operated with this life partner, Douglas Jackson, who passed away
from complications due to HIV/AIDS in 1990.
The district includes all of San Francisco, plus a portion of San Mateo County, which includes Daly City.

Senate District 13 – Jerry Hill (D)
Registration: 49% D, 21% R, NPP 26% Election: Jerry Hill (D) 66.3%, Sally Lieber (D) 33.7%
No incumbent member of the state Senate resides in this new, safe Democratic district, making it an open
seat. 43% of the voters in Hill’s current Assembly District (Assembly District 10) reside in the newly drawn
Senate district. Senate District 13 is a costal district with most (66%) of the voters residing in San Mateo
County, the largest cities being South San Francisco, San Mateo, Redwood City, Half Moon Bay, San Carlos
and Menlo Park. The district moves southeast into Santa Clara County and includes the cities of Palo Alto
(Stanford University) and Sunnyvale.
Hill was elected to the Assembly in 2008, succeeding Gene Mullin, who was termed out.
He was an adjunct professor in Public Policy at Norte Dame de Namur University (Belmont) and the owner
of a pool cleaning business. He is a former Republican, reregistering as a Democrat in 2003. He received a
bachelor’s degree in History and Political Science from UC Berkeley and a Lifetime Secondary Teaching
Credential from San Francisco State University. Hill and his wife, Sky, reside in San Mateo; they have one
adult daughter.
Hill will term out of the Senate in 2020.

Senate District 15 – Jim Beall (D)
Registration: 45% D, 24% R, NPP 28% Election: Jim Beall (D) 57.5%, Joe Coto (D) 42.5%
This new district is a safe Democratic seat and only two candidates – both Democrats – were on the June 5
Open Primary ballot; Assembly Member Jim Beall and former Assembly Member Joe Coto. 39% of the
voters who reside in Beall’s current Assembly District 24 also reside in this new Senate district. Coto
represented Assembly District 23; 30% of those voters are in this district.
Beall was born and raised in San Jose and educated at Bellarmine College Preparatory and San Jose State
University, where he earned a bachelor’s degree in Political Science. He began his career in politics in 1980
when, at the age of 28, he was elected to the San Jose City Council, the youngest person ever to serve on
the council. Beall was elected to the Board of Supervisors in 1994, serving three terms before his election
to the Assembly in 2006. He and his wife, Pat, live in San Jose’s Cambrian district; he has two stepsons.
Beall will term out of the Senate in 2016.

Senate District 17 – Bill Monning (D)
Registration: 44% D, 28% R, NPP 22% Election: Bill Monning (D) 61.6%, Larry Beaman (R) 38.4%
Republican Sam Blakeslee is the sole incumbent Senator residing in this new district, but the district is
heavily Democratic, making a Republican win very unlikely. Blakeslee decided not to seek reelection. Bill
Monning was elected to the Assembly in 2008, succeeding John Laird, who was termed out.
He earned his bachelor’s degree from UC Berkeley and law degree from the University of San Francisco.
Past positions he has held, in addition to his work with the United Farm Workers, include being an
attorney with the CA Rural Legal Assistance; Director, Salvadoran Medical Relief Fund; and executive
director, International Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear War.
He and his wife, Dana Kent, a family physician, reside in Carmel; they are parents of two adult daughters.
Monning terms out of the Senate in 2020

Senate District 19 – Hannah-Beth Jackson (D)
Registration: 43% D, 31% R, NPP 21% Election: Hannah-Beth Jackson (D) 55.1%, Mike Stoker (R) 44.9%
No incumbent Senator resides in this newly drawn district. Three candidates ran in the June 5 Open
Primary, the top vote getter being the sole Republican on the ballot, Mike Stoker, followed by former
Democratic Assembly Member Hannah-Beth Jackson.
In 2008, Jackson ran for the state Senate, narrowly losing to then GOP Assembly Member Tony Strickland.
The old and new Senate District 19 are similar in territory, but the inclusion of Oxnard in the new district
decreases the GOP registration by eight points.
Hannah-Beth Jackson was elected to the Assembly in 1998, succeeding Republican Brooks Firestone, who
was termed out. She herself was termed out in 2004. Jackson is an attorney (Boston University Law
School) and, before her first election to the Assembly, was a Santa Barbara County deputy district
attorney. She is married to Superior Court Judge George Eskin. She has a daughter, two stepchildren and
four grandchildren.
Jackson will term out from Senate in 2020.

Senate District 21 – Steve Knight (R)
Registration: 36% D, 38% R, NPP 17% Election: Star Moffatt (D) 41.7%, Steve Knight (R) 58.3%
Sharon Runner is the sole member of the state Senate who resides in this new district, which includes 94%
of the voters in her current district (Senate District 17). Due to health reasons, she did not seek reelection.
Knight's sole opponent in the June 5 Open Primary was Democrat Star Moffatt. Voter registration
suggested the district might be somewhat competitive. The GOP having only a three-point advantage, but
both Whitman and McCain won here by 12 points, which puts the district safely in the GOP column.
Knight, born at Edwards Air Force Base (son of the late Pete Knight, famed Air Force test pilot and one
time Assembly Member/State Senator), has called the Antelope Valley his home almost his entire life.
Prior to his election to the Assembly in 2008, Knight served on the Palmdale City Council (elected 2005).
He had a 17-year career as a sworn police officer in the Los Angeles Police Department. He is also a U.S.
Army veteran who served in Germany. He and his wife, Lily, have two children.
Knight will be termed out of the Senate in 2020.

Senate District 23 – Bill Emmerson (R)
Registration: 34% D, 42% R, NPP 19% Election: Melissa O’Donnell (D) 43.4%, Bill Emmerson (R) 56.6%
Both Bill Emmerson and Bob Dutton reside in this new district, but Dutton is termed out this year and
ran for Congress (CD31). Emmerson’s sole opponent in the June 5 Open Primary was Democrat
Melissa Ruth O’Donnell.
Emmerson was born in Oakland, but has spent most of his life in Southern California. He received his
bachelor’s degree in Political Science and History from La Sierra University in Riverside. Upon
graduation he joined the Washington, D.C. office of then Congressman Jerry Pettis.
Emmerson moved back to California to join the Sacramento staff of the then Assembly Republican
Floor Leader, W. Craig Biddle. After six years of experience with the Legislature, he enrolled at Loma
Linda University where he received his Doctor of Dental Surgery. He then practiced orthodontics for
22 years. He and his wife, Nan, reside in Redlands; they have two adult daughters.
Emmerson will term out of the Senate in 2016.

Senate District 25 – Carol Liu (D)
Registration: 42% D, 31% R, NPR 19% Election: Carol Liu (d) 60.6%, Gilbert Conzales (R) 39.4%
Carol Liu had two opponents in the Primary.
Carol Liu, a fifth-generation Californian, was born in Berkeley and raised in Oakland. She was a San
Francisco Bay area teacher/administrator for seventeen years. Prior to that, she served as executive
director of Richmond Federation of Teachers, AFL-CIO.
Liu is a graduate of San Jose State University (1963) and earned a teaching credential from UC Berkeley.
Her husband, Mike Peevey, is a former CEO of Southern California Edison. He is a member of the CA Public
Utilities Commission, appointed by Governor Davis, and later was named president of the Commission by
Governor Schwarzenegger. They have three children and three grandchildren.
Liu is chair of the Senate Human Services Committee.
Liu will term out of the Senate in 2016.

Senate District 27 – Fran Pavley (D-Inc)
Registration: 41% D, 33% R, NPP 18% Election: Fran Pavley (D) 53.3%, Todd Zink (R) 46.7%
Two incumbent state Senators reside in this new district, Democrat Fran Pavley and Republican Tony
Strickland, but Strickland ran in the new Congressional District 26 after Representative Elton Gallegly
announced he was retiring. GOP Assembly Member Cameron Smyth took a serious look at running for the
Senate seat, but decided against it. Political new comer Todd Zink was recruited to run against Pavley.
Pavley served three terms in the Assembly and was termed out in 2006. She was elected to the Senate in
2008 (Senate District 23), succeeding Sheila Kuehl, who was termed out. She went on to an easy 67% 27% win over Republican Rick Montaine of Calabasas. 31% of the voters who reside in Pavley’s current
Senate District 23 also reside in this newly drawn district.
Pavley was born and raised in the San Fernando Valley, but has for over 30 years resided in Agoura Hills,
which she helped found. She served as the City’s first Mayor. She was also an eighth grade history teacher
for 28 years. In 1995, Pavley was appointed to the CA Coastal Commission by Senator Bill Lockyer and
reappointed by Senator John Burton. Her husband, Andy, is a teacher; they have two adult children.
Pavley will term out of the Senate in 2016.

Senate District 29 – Bob Huff (R-Inc)
Registration: 34% D, 38% R, NPP 23% Election: Greg Diamond (D) 44.8%, Bob Huff (R) 55.2%
Republican Senator Bob Huff and Democratic Senator Edward Hernandez reside in this new district, but
Hernandez won’t be seeking reelection until 2014 when he will run in one of the new even-numbered
districts (most likely Senate District 22).
Bob Huff was elected to the Assembly in 2004 and then to the Senate in 2008. Prior to his election to the
Assembly, Huff was a member of the Diamond Bar City Council. Huff was born in Calexico and raised on his
family's Imperial Valley farm. He has a bachelor's degree in Psychology from Westmont College in Santa
Barbara. Most of Huff's professional and business experience has been in the agricultural industry.
Working through the ranks to become the youngest vice president in a grain-handling corporation, Huff
became manager-owner of the Ray S. French Company, an independent commodity wholesaler.
Huff will term out of the Senate 2016.

Senate District 31 – Richard Roth (D)
Registration: 40% D, 39% R, NPP 17% Election: Richard Roth (D) 55.3%, Jeff Miller (R) 44.7%
This new open seat is competitive, but leans Democratic. Three candidates ran in the June 5 Open
Primary: Republican Assembly Member Jeff Miller; former Democratic Assembly Member Steve Clute; and
retired U.S. Air Force General Richard Roth.
The top vote getter was Miller, followed by Roth. Clute received the Democratic Party pre-Primary
endorsement, but the Senate Democratic leadership strongly supported Roth. In a surprise move after the
Primary, Clute endorsed Miller.
Richard Roth is a Riverside attorney and a retired U.S. Air Force Major General. The political newcomer is
the president of the Monday Morning Group, a community advocacy organization for western Riverside
County. His wife, Cindy, is president/CEO of the Greater Riverside Chambers of Commerce (Roth is a
former president/CEO of the Chamber).
Roth will term out of the Senate in 2020.

Senate District 33 – Ricardo Lara (D)
Registration: 58% D, 16% R, NPP 17% Election: Ricardo Lara (D) 80.3%, Lee Chauser (P&F) 19.7%
Alan Lowenthal is the sole Senator residing in this new district, but he is termed out this year. The
Redistricting Commission drew the district to favor a Latino, which brought first-term Assembly Member
Ricardo Lara into the race. The new lines also convinced Democratic Assembly Member Bonnie Lowenthal,
who had earlier announced that she would run for the Senate, to drop out of the race and run for
reelection to her Assembly seat in the new Assembly District 70.
Lara was elected to the Assembly in 2010 (Assembly District 50). Prior to his election to the Assembly,
Lara served as the communications director for Assembly Member Kevin de León. Mayor Villaraigosa
appointed Lara as a member of the Los Angeles Planning Commission. But no part of the City of Los
Angeles falls within Assembly District 50, so Lara was required to resign his Planning Commission slot and
move into the Assembly district to qualify to run.
He has also worked as Chief of Staff for the late Assembly Member Marco Firebaugh and as district
director for then Assembly Speaker Fabian Núñez. Lara is a graduate of San Diego State University. Lara is
chair of the CA Latino Legislative Caucus.
Lara will term out of the Senate in 2020.

Senate District 35 – Rod Wright (D-Inc)
Registration: 61% D, 15% R, NPP 16% Election: Rod Wright (D) 76.4%, Charlotte Svolos (R) 23.6%
Due to the district’s very low Republican registration, many believed that this could result in a same party
runoff between the incumbent and his Democratic challenger. However, a pro-business independent
expenditure committee was able to prevent that from happening by funding a full-court effort to
maximize the number of votes received by Republican Charlotte Svolos, resulting in her being able to
outpoll Paul Butterfield.
Wright was elected to the Senate in 2008. Before that, he was elected to the Assembly in 1996 and
termed out in 2002. Until his election to the Senate, he was on the staff of Senate Pro Tem Don Perata.
Prior to his 1996 election to the Assembly, he was the district administrator for Congresswoman Maxine
Waters. In 2003, he made an unsuccessful run for a seat on the L.A. City Council.
Wright earned a bachelor’s degree in Urban Studies from Pepperdine University, where he was Student
Body President.
Wright will term out of the Senate in 2016.

Senate District 37 – Mimi Walters (R-Inc)
Registration: 29% D, 43% R, NPP 24% Election: Steve Young (D) 43%, Mimi Walters (R) 57%
No member of the Senate resided in this new district when it was approved by the Citizens Redistricting
Commission, but Senator Marian “Mimi” Walters moved into the district to seek reelection; 44% of the
voters in her former district (Senate District 33) reside here. The voters who are new to her are reliably
Republican, making this one of the safest GOP Senate seats in the state. Walters’ sole opponent in the
June 5 Open Primary was Democrat Steve Young, an attorney.
Walters was born in the Orange County city of Dana Point and earned her bachelor's degree in Political
Science from UCLA in 1984. While in college she spent a semester as an intern in the Capitol Hill office of
Congressman Bill Thomas.
After graduation, she worked first with Drexel, Burnham & Lambert as an investment executive, and then
joined the firm of Kidder, Peabody & Company. She ended her business career in 1995 to become actively
involved with her family and community. Walters was elected to the Laguna Niguel City Council in 1996,
serving until her election to the Assembly.
She is a founder of the California Women's Political Association (formerly called the Conservative
Women's Political Association). She and her husband, David, have four children.
Walters will term out of the Senate in 2016

Senate District 39 – Marty Block (D)
Registration: 39% D, 29% R, NPP 28% Election: Marty Block (D) 58.4%, George Plescia (R) 41.6%
State Senators Christine Kehoe and Juan Vargas both reside in this new district, but Kehoe is termed out
this year, while Vargas, who was elected to a four-year term in 2010, ran for Congress in CD51. Three
candidates ran in the June 5 Open Primary, Democratic Assembly Member Marty Block being the top voter
getter, followed by former Republican Assembly Member George Plescia.
Two independent expenditure committees funded by business interests became moderately involved in
the race in support of Plescia and in opposition to Block. This district leans Democratic, but the Senate
Republican leadership had this race on their target list. Only 15% of the voters that reside in Block’s
current district (Assembly District 78) also reside in this newly drawn district. Plescia represented the old
Assembly District 75, encompassing 30 % of the voters in this district.
Block was elected to the Assembly in 2008. Prior to his election to the Assembly, Block was director of the
Office of Compliance and Policy Analysis at San Diego State University, and a Judge pro tem (San Diego
Superior Court). He is a former Assistant Dean of the College of Education at San Diego State University.
He has been president of both the San Diego County Board of Education and the San Diego Community
College Board of Trustees.
Block earned his bachelor’s degrees in Political Science and Education at Indiana University and a law
degree from DePaul University (Chicago). He began his career as a history teacher in Illinois before coming
to San Diego.
He and his wife, Cindy, a high school science teacher, reside in the San Diego community of Del Cerro.
Block will term out of the Senate in 2020.

